IS   IT  A  CURSE?

Meantime, since the book's publication, so much
additional corroborative evidence of its thesis has
appeared in Indian sources and in Indian print that it is
difficult to choose where to begin its presentation.

For example, on February Qth, 1928, when intro-
ducing The Children's Protection Bill' in the Legisla-
tive Assembly at Delhi, Sir Hari Singh Gour1 said :

We have been reading in the newspapers, ac-
counts given of speeches made in the House of
Commons, of Indian babies weighing if Ibs. and
2 Ibs. Sir, whether they weigh i| Ibs, or 2 Ibs.,
one fact remains and he who runs may see that the
debility, the weakness of the Indian people, is due
to these early marriages and early motherhood.
The life of the people, according to the insurance
statistics,2 is not even half of what it is in England
and other European countries. The reasons cannot
be all climatic. One reason is the pernicious habit
of early marriages and early cohabitation which is
sapping the manhood and the womanhood of this

>l Sir Hari Singh Gour, M.A., LL.D., Hindu ; barrister-at-law.
Educated at Downing College, Cambridge; Inner Temple,
London : also LL.D. Trinity College, Dublin ; Vice-Chancellor
Delhi University. Elected member Indian Legislative Assembly.
Author of various books on law.

2 The Phoenix Assurance Company Ltd. of Calcutta rules out
Indian female policies as being too great a risk to underwrite, in,
these words : *A small Extra Annual Charge, not exceeding i per
cent, on the sum Assured, is made for European Female Lives.
This extra will be removed on attainment of age 50. Proposals on
Parsee Female Lives will also be considered on special terras. With
this exception the Company grants Assurances on Female Lives in
the c,ase of fiuropeans only/ Life Prospectus for India^ 1927, p. 16 ,
Dalhousie Square, Calcutta.
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